
This document contains information gathered during Subtrop’s 2025 census of litchi plantings in South Africa. 

Provincial and Regional Distribution of Litchi Plantings
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South Africa has 1,389 hectares (ha) of litchis in total. The hectares per province and production 

region are reported in Figures 1 and 2, respectively. Mpumalanga Province represents 65% (904 ha) 

of the South African industry. Onderberg, Mpumalanga, is the largest production region in South 

Africa with 58% (801 ha) of total plantings. Limpopo Province contains 31% (426 ha) of SA plantings, 

of which 22% (306 ha) are situated in the Letaba region. KwaZulu-Natal Province makes up 4% of the 

industry (59 ha).
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Figure 1: Provincial breakdown of area planted to litchis 

in South Africa (ha).
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Figure 2: Regional breakdown of area planted to litchis in 

South Africa.
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Litchi Cultivars by Region  

Litchi Cultivars 

‘Mauritius’ is the most planted litchi cultivar in South Africa (1024 ha), making up 74% of South 

Africa's litchi hectares and 52% of Mpumalanga’s litchi hectares (Figure 3, Table 1).  ‘McLean’s Red’ 
is the second most planted cultivar in South Africa (80 ha) (Figure 3). 

Figure 3: Litchi cultivar distribution across all production regions in South Africa.
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Bushbuckridge 15.2

Hazyview/

Kiepersol
2.41 4.56 3.51 8.03 18.51

Nelspruit/

White River
60.09 1.60 8.17 69.86

Onderberg 38.60 11.13 651.14 30.67 18.19 50.83 800.56

Total ha 38.60 11.13 2.41 715.79 34.18 18.19 9.63 74.20 904.13

% Per Region 4% 1% 0% 0% 0% 79% 0% 4% 2% 1% 8% 100%

% Total 

Industry
3% 1% 0% 0% 0% 52% 0% 2% 1% 1% 5% 65%
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o
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Letaba 5.00 2.40 0.60 0.70 0.00 174.07 75.04 1.00 0.70 3.95 42.90 306.36

Levubu 32.22 32.22

Soutpansberg 39.08 39.08

Venda 18.50 3.50 4.00 22.25 48.25

Total ha 5.00 2.40 0.60 0.70 0.00 263.87 78.54 5.00 0.70 3.95 65.15 425.91

% Per Region 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 62% 18% 1% 0% 1% 15% 100%

% Total 

Industry
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 19% 6% 0% 0% 0% 5% 31%

K
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N
  

KZN North 7.90 4.40 44.70 1.50 0.50 0.30 59.30

Total ha 7.90 0.00 0.00 4.40 0.00 44.70 1.50 0.50 0.00 0.30 0.00 59.30

% Per Region 13% 0% 0% 7% 0% 75% 3% 1% 0% 1% 0% 100%

% Total 

Industry
1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 4%

Total Industry 

(ha)
51.50 13.53 0.60 5.10 2.41 1024.36 80.04 39.68 18.89 13.88 139.35 1389.34

Table 1: Hectares of litchis in South Africa by cultivar per production region. 
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Provincial and Regional Distribution 
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Annual Growth in Hectares Reported 

The 2025 census has seen a 29 ha increase in litchi hectare information since 2024 (Figure 4). The 

year-on-year growth rate of South African litchi tree hectare information is 1.57% from 2023 to 2024 

and 2.13% from 2024 to 2025. The increase from 2023 to 2025 is due to increased hectares reported 

rather than new plantings. 

Figure 4: Growth of litchi hectares in South Africa annually. 

Litchi tree distribution for South Africa is depicted provincially in Figure 5 and regionally in Figure 6. 

Figure 5: Litchi hectares per province between 2023 and 2025. 

Figure 6: Litchi hectares per region between 2023 and 2025. 
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Figure 7: Hectares of litchi trees planted per year in South Africa for the last 20 years

Annual Litchi Tree Planting  

Of the 1,389 ha reported, information regarding tree planting date was received for 1,258 ha. The data  

represented in Figure 7 is a subset of 1,258 ha. The hectares of litchi trees planted in the last 20 years 

in South Africa is reported in Figure 7. Orchards with unknown planting dates have been excluded. 

Between 2005 and 2014, 221ha of litchi trees were planted, compared to 213 ha between 2015 and 

2025.  There have been no new plantings from 2023 to date. 
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