
 

 

 

SOUTH AFRICAN LITCHI TREE CENSUS – 2024 

This document contains information gathered during Subtrop’s 2024 census of litchi plantings in South Africa. 

Information was received from all SALGA members (41 commercial growers & 22 emerging growers) and eight 

entities that are not SALGA members. Full information (hectares planted to various cultivars, tree age and tree 

spacing) was received from 45 entities. The remaining entities only provided the total hectares planted to 

Litchis. Total litchi plantings in South Africa amount to 1360 ha. SALGA Members in Mozambique account for 

a further 129 ha. 

Provincial and regional distribution of litchi plantings 
The hectares per province and production region are reported in Figures 1 and 2. Mpumalanga Province 

represents 66% of the SA industry (883 ha). Onderberg, Mpumalanga, is the largest production region in South 

Africa with 57% (781 ha) of total plantings. Limpopo Province contains 32% (418 ha) of SA plantings of which 

22% (268 ha) are situated in Letaba. KwaZulu-Natal Province makes up 4% of the industry (59 ha). 

 

 

Figure 1: Provincial breakdown of area planted to litchis in South Africa. 

 

  

Mpumalanga 883 ha

Limpopo 418 ha

Kwazulu Natal 59 ha

Total 1360 ha



 
 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Regional breakdown of area planted to litchis in South Africa.   

Litchi cultivars  
‘Mauritius’ is the most planted litchi cultivar in South Africa (1031 ha).  ‘McLeans Red’ is the second most 

planted cultivar in South Africa (79 ha) (Figure 3). Nearly all ‘McLean’s Red’ litchis are situated in the Letaba 

region in Limpopo province (Figure 4).  

 

Figure 3. Litchi cultivar distribution across all production regions in South Africa. 

KZN North  59 ha

Letaba 268 ha

Levubu & Soutpansberg 94 ha

Venda 56 ha

Onderberg 781 ha

Nelspruit/White River 70 ha

Hazyview/Kiepersol 17 ha

Bushbuckridge 15 ha

Early Delight 51.50 ha

Fay Zee Siu 13.53 ha

Garnet 0.60 ha

Kaimana 5.10 ha

Maguili 2.41 Ha

Mauritius 1030.93 ha

McLeans Red 79.14 ha

Third Month Red 16 ha

Wai Chee 13.58 ha

Unknown 147.61 ha

Total 1360 ha 

1374.80 ha 

Total 1360 ha 



 
 

 

 

Figure 4. Litchi plantings in South Africa by cultivar per production region (ha, % of the region, % of total industry).  

 

Litchi tree-age 
The age distribution of litchi plantings (Last 20 years) in South Africa is reported in Figure 5. Orchards with 

unknown planting dates have been excluded.  

 

 

Figure 5. Age distribution of litchi trees in South Africa by planting date (Last 20 years) 
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Litchi plantings 2023 vs 2024 
In the 2024 census, total plantings in South Africa stood at 1360 ha which is 21 ha more than in 2023. Some 

orchards were removed in KwaZulu Natal for the land to be planted to other crops. Changes in area planted 

per province and per production region are shown in Figures 5 and 6 respectively. There were new plantings 

in Mpumalanga and Limpopo, and plantings in Venda (Limpopo) and Bushbuck Ridge (Mpumalanga) were 

recorded for the first time in 2022.  

 

Figure 5. Litchi plantings per province 2023 vs 2024 

 

 

Figure 6. Litchi plantings per region 2023 vs 2024 
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