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THE COMING YEAR WILL be ®lled with promise for 23-year-
old Nasreen Malik, from Tzaneen, who was awarded the 

South African Subtropical Growers' Association (Subtrop)  
Lindsey Milne bursary in 2016. 

The talented BSc Agriculture student graduated with honours 
in 2016 and has been accepted to complete a Master's Degree 
in Horticulture at the University of Stellenbosch this year. 

Nasreen was born on a farm just outside Tzaneen and has 
always shown a keen interest in, and passion for farming. She cur-
rently lives in Tzaneen with her family on an avocado farm and it's 
this very farm she hopes to help manage and develop one day. 

ªI ®nished school in 2011 and took a gap year to carefully 
think about and plan what I wanted to study. After trying my 
hand at engineering, art and medicine, I knew nothing excited 
me as much as the world of horticulture and so, in 2013, I started 
studying a BSc Agriculture at Stellenbosch University ± a four-year 
degree programme which included honours in both horticulture 
and plant pathology.º 

This ®eld of study has offered her incredible local and interna-
tional insight into agriculture and farming. ªEven more so, I've 
learnt so much about the natural world and the role we play in 
it. It's fascinating and exciting and I highly recommend this line 
of studying to anyone looking for a rewarding career in which 
you can make a signi®cant contribution to the sustainability of 
land resources and food supply.º 

The Lindsey Milne bursary aims to ensure the sustainability of 
the industry by facilitating a continual ¯ow of young agricultural 
graduates into the sector. 

ªI'm very excited and greatly humbled by this bursary. I could 
never have imagined that a passion for the land would have led 
me this far and I am committed to excelling in my studies and 
making Subtrop very proud of me,º Nasreen concludes. 

The Lindsey Milne bursary, instituted by Subtrop in honour 
of Dr Lindsey Milne in recognition of his contribution to the 
South African subtropical fruit industry, is awarded to deserv-
ing students studying towards a BSc in agriculture, majoring in 
horticultural science or related ®elds. 
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE AGENTS COUNCIL

THE ACT (Act 12 of 
1992) determines 

that a person who acts 
on behalf of the farmer 
in the marketing and 
the selling of their fresh 
produce, must be registered as an agent at the 
Agricultural Produce Agents Council (APAC). 
APAC regulates three categories of agents, 
namely Export Agents, Fresh Produce Agents 
and Livestock Agents.

It is often observed that Export Agents 
are also involved on the local South African 
market, by marketing and selling farmers' 
fresh produce to wholesalers, retailers, fresh 
produce markets, etc. However, the Export 
Agents are not registered as Fresh Produce 
Agents to trade on behalf of the farmers on 
the local market. 

Contrarily to Export Agents, Fresh Produce 
Agents have a Fidelity Fund. The Fidelity Fund 
serves as a ªsecurityº for farmers, who can 
lodge a claim against the Fund for losses 
suffered due to theft or misconduct by the 
Agent. A farmer will not be able to lodge a 
claim against the Fidelity Fund if their  
Export Agent is not also registered as  
a Fresh Produce Agent. 

The Act makes provision for different rules 
that is applicable to Export Agents and Fresh 
Produce Agents, such as the compulsory 
requirement that Fresh Produce Agents must 
pay their farmers within ®ve working days 
after the produce was sold on the local market 
(e.g. Wholesaler, Retailer, etc.), maintaining a 
trust account and weekly written reporting to 
producers on sold and unsold produce. 

Producers are urged to discuss with their 
Export Agents, whether they are also active 
on the local market, and if so, to verify that 
they are registered with APAC. Producers can 
also directly enquire from APAC: Telephone 
011!894 3680, Private Bag X 9, East Rand 
1462, web address www.apacweb.org.za .   
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